aoe St SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

Scholarship Lottery

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — For more information, contact Gabrielle Davis at 501-580-9738.

Deadline to Apply for Arkansas Academic Challenge
Scholarship Approaches

June 5, 2026
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The deadline for students to apply for the Arkansas Academic Challenge
Scholarship, funded by the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery (ASL), is July 1.

“The lottery was founded more than 15 years ago with the mission of raising funds for in-state
student scholarships, and we’re excited to see our hard work come to fruition for another
year,” said ASL Executive Director Sharon Strong. “We encourage Arkansans, whether they’re a
high school senior or a returning student, to take the next step and apply.”

The Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship is available to Arkansas residents attending two-
year or four-year in-state colleges and universities. Both traditional and non-traditional
students are eligible.

Since 2009, the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery has funded more than 873,000 scholarships for
Arkansas students with over $1.6 billion in proceeds from lottery ticket sales. In addition to the
Arkansas Academic Challenge Scholarship, ASL also funds the Arkansas Workforce Challenge
Scholarship and the ACCESS to Acceleration scholarship program.

Students must apply for the Arkansas Workforce Challenge Scholarship at least 30 days prior to
enrollment in an eligible workforce training program. The ACCESS to Acceleration scholarship
will be fully implemented by Fall 2029 and will replace the Concurrent Challenge Scholarship
Program.

Although ASL plays a crucial role in fundraising for scholarship initiatives, the Arkansas
Department of Higher Education (ADHE) is responsible for awarding these scholarships.



To apply for or learn more about these lottery-funded scholarships, visit sams.adhe.edu or
contact the Arkansas Department of Higher Education at 501-371-2000.

About the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery

The Arkansas Scholarship Lottery (ASL) creates winning people, winning futures, and winning
moments. Since 2009, the ASL has sold over S8 billion and returned more than $1.6 billion for
scholarships to benefit Arkansas students. More than 873,000 college scholarships distributed
by the Arkansas Department of Higher Education have been awarded to Arkansans. As of April
30, 2026, the lottery has awarded more than $5.8 billion in prizes to players, more than $481
million in retailer commissions, and provided more than $459 million in state and federal tax
revenue.

Follow the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery on Facebook, X, formerly known as Twitter,

and Instagram. Visit MyArkansasLottery.com for more information on scholarships, winners,
games, odds, promotions — and to join The Club for free. To get help with problem gambling,
contact the National Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-522-4700.
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