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THE DECADES OF DOLLARS STATES CONSORTIUM 
DECADES OF DOLLARS OFFICIAL GAME RULES 

 
 

SECTION 1  
Purpose 

 
The purpose of the Decades of Dollars States Consortium is the generation of revenue for 

Party Lotteries through the operation of a specially-designed lottery game that will award prizes to 
ticket holders matching specified combinations of numbers randomly selected in regularly scheduled 
drawings.  
 

SECTION 2 
Definitions 

 
Capitalized words and terms set forth below, when used within this document known as 

DECADES OF DOLLARS Official Game Rules (hereinafter “DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules”) 
shall have the following meaning unless otherwise indicated:  
  
2.1  Authorized Claim Center - Any DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer, or Party 
Lottery office, in the state where the winning Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket was 
purchased.  
 
2.2  Cash Option - The manner in which the DECADES OF DOLLARS Grand Prize may be 
paid in a single payment.  
 
2.3  Claimant - Any person or (where permitted) entity submitting a claim within the required 
time period to collect a prize for an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket. A Claimant may be 
the Purchaser, the person or (where permitted) entity named on a signed Official DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Ticket, the bearer of an unsigned Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket, or any 
other person or (where permitted) entity who may seek entitlement to a DECADES OF DOLLARS 
prize payment in accordance with the DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules and Party Lottery governing 
laws, policies, regulations or rules. No Claimant may assert rights different from the rights acquired 
by the original Purchaser at the time of purchase.  
 
2.4  Director(s) - The chief officer(s) of the Party Lottery(ies) or any other persons to whom the  
Director’s (s’) authority is lawfully delegated.  
 
2.5 Grand Prize - The top prize authorized to be won in a DECADES OF DOLLARS Game.  
 
2.6 Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket - A game ticket, produced on official paper stock 
by a DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer in an authorized manner, bearing player or 
computer selected numbers, game name, drawing date, amount of wager, and validation data.  Where 
Subscription Ticket sales of Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets are authorized by a Party 
Lottery pursuant to Section 3.2 hereof, such sales may not necessarily be made by a DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Agent, Sales Agent or Retailer and may not be recorded on official paper stock, but shall 
nevertheless constitute an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket for validation and other 
purposes set forth in these DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules, for the duration of the Subscription 
Ticket.  
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2.7 Party Lottery or Lotteries - One or more of the state lotteries established and operated 
pursuant to the laws of Georgia, Kentucky or Virginia, or any other jurisdictions admitted pursuant to 
the Decades of Dollars States Consortium Agreement.  
 
2.8 Prize Fund - That portion of DECADES OF DOLLARS gross sales set aside for the payment 
of prizes. The Prize Fund for any drawing will be approximately 55% of sales and all prizes will be 
fixed across all Party Lotteries unless the provisions of Section 7.7 shall apply.     
 
2.9 Purchaser(s) or Player(s) - Contestant(s) in the DECADES OF DOLLARS Game who 
purchase(s) (a) ticket(s) in accordance with the DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules and the Party 
Lottery's governing laws, policies, regulations and rules.  
 
 2.10 Quick-Pick or Easy Pick - A Player option in which the DECADES OF DOLLARS number 
selections are determined at random by computer software.  
 
2.11 Subscription Ticket - An extended, multi-draw purchase option wherein the same set(s) of 
numbers may be played for a specified number of consecutive drawings (for example 26, 52 or 104), 
effective on a future date prescribed by the governing laws, policies, rules or regulations of the Party 
Lottery offering the Subscription option.  Subscription Tickets are distinguished from multi-draw 
tickets authorized by Sections 4.01 and 5.10 of these rules, which are effective with the next 
scheduled drawing.  
 
2.12 DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent, Sales Agent or Retailer - A location within the 
jurisdiction of a Party Lottery licensed by or contracted with and equipped by the respective Party 
Lottery to sell Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets.  
 
2.13 DECADES OF DOLLARS Panel or Play Area - That area of an Official DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Ticket containing one or more field(s) of six (6) one or two-digit player or computer 
selected numbers.  
 
2.14 DECADES OF DOLLARS Play/Bet Slip - A computer-readable form, printed and issued by 
each Party Lottery, it which may be used in purchasing an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS 
Ticket. 
 
2.15 DECADES OF DOLLARS Winning Numbers - Six (6) one or two digit numbers, from one 
(1) through forty-seven (47), randomly selected at each DECADES OF DOLLARS drawing, which 
shall be used to determine winning DECADES OF DOLLARS plays contained on Official 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets.  
 
 
 

SECTION 3 
Ticket Sales 

 
3.1  The sale of Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets may be conducted only by such 
locations as each Director shall contract with and/or license pursuant to the governing laws, policies, 
regulations and rules of the respective Party Lottery and these DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules.  
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3.2  Where permitted by the governing laws, policies, regulations or rules of a Party Lottery, the 
Director of the Party Lottery may authorize Purchasers to make Subscription purchases of Official 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets.  Subscriptions will be subject to the policies, procedures, 
regulations and rules established by the Party Lottery selling the Subscription, subject to the 
following parameters and restrictions:  
 
3.3 In the event the Directors authorize a change in the matrix or frequency of drawings for 
DECADES OF DOLLARS, Subscription Purchasers may be granted the option, by the respective 
Party Lottery that issued the Subscription, to retain or change the Purchaser’s previously selected 
numbers on the balance of their Subscription, effective as of the date of the change.  The Purchasers, 
however, will not be granted a refund for the balance of plays on their Subscription purchases unless 
the DECADES OF DOLLARS game is terminated.  
 
3.4 Game play information for a Subscription may be edited by a Party Lottery only when an 
error in the numbers entered has been identified, a change in the frequency of drawings occurs, or a 
change in the game matrix occurs.  A Subscription may be edited to correct an error in the numbers 
entered before the time of the first drawing for which the Subscription is effective.  For a change in 
the game matrix, or for errors in the numbers entered that are identified AFTER the first drawing 
under the Subscription, the Party Lottery may correct the Subscription game play(s) prospectively for 
the remaining number of draws on the Subscription.  The only other circumstance under which a 
Subscription game play may be edited is to correct the Subscription end date if the Directors 
authorize a change in the frequency of DECADES OF DOLLARS drawings.  
 

SECTION 4 
Ticket Price 

 
4.1.  An Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket may be purchased for $2.00 per wager, or 
multiples thereof if a multi-draw wager, at the discretion of the Purchaser, in accordance with the 
number of game panels and inclusive drawings. The Purchaser receives one play for each $2.00 
wagered in DECADES OF DOLLARS.  
 
4.2  Subject to the governing laws, policies, regulations and rules of each Party Lottery, the 
Directors may collectively authorize the sale of Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets at a 
discount for promotional purposes.  Individual Directors may authorize the sale of Official 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets at a discount for promotional purposes within their respective 
jurisdictions, provided that such discounted sales shall be reported to the Party Lotteries at full gross 
sales value.  

 
 

SECTION 5 
Play Characteristics and Restrictions 

 
5.1  Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets may only be sold to persons 18 years of age or 
older, provided such persons are not prohibited from playing DECADES OF DOLLARS in a Party 
Lottery state by the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of that Party Lottery, or any contract 
executed by that Party Lottery.  
 
5.2  Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets may not be purchased in any Party Lottery state 
by any Party Lottery board member or commissioner; or any officer or employee; or any spouse, 
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child, brother, sister or parent residing as a member of the same household in the principal place of 
residence of any such person or any other persons prohibited from the purchase of tickets by the laws 
of any Party Lottery.  
 
5.3  Under no circumstances will a claim be paid without an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS 
Ticket matching all game play, serial number and other validation data residing in the selling Party 
Lottery's on-line gaming system computer.  An Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket shall be 
the only valid proof of the wager placed and the only valid receipt for claiming or redeeming any 
prize.  
 
 5.4  Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets may not be canceled.  
 
5.5  Purchasers may submit a manually completed DECADES OF DOLLARS Play/Bet Slip to a 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer to have issued an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS 
Ticket.  DECADES OF DOLLARS Play/Bet Slips shall be available at no cost to the Purchaser and 
shall have no pecuniary or prize value, or constitute evidence of purchase or number selections.  The 
use of mechanical, electronic, computer generated or any other non-manual method of marking 
Play/Bet Slips is prohibited.  
 
5.6.  If authorized at the DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket sales location, Purchasers may 
verbally convey their selections to a DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer to have issued an 
Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket.  Such selections shall be manually entered into the 
computer terminal by the DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer.  
 
5.7  In those Party Lottery states which offer player-operated sales terminals (POST’s) or self 
service terminals (SST’s), Purchasers may utilize POST’s or SST’s for the purchase of Official 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets, and may make number selections by inserting a completed 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Play Slip into the POST’s or SST’s optical mark reader, or by manually 
entering the selections on the POST or SST touch screen.  
 
5.8  At the discretion of each Party Lottery, purchasers may specify at the time of claim pursuant 
to the rules and regulations of each Party Lottery,  whether any DECADES OF DOLLARS Grand 
Prize won will be paid under the Cash Option or the Annuity Option; however, the provisions of 
Section 7.2(c) of these Rules shall still apply.  This Cash Option shall be in an amount reviewed and 
approved at least annually by the Party Lottery Directors.  
 
5.9  Where permitted by the governing laws, policies, regulations or rules of a Party Lottery, 
Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets may, at the Purchaser’s discretion, be purchased for one 
(1) through twenty-six (26) consecutive drawings commencing with the next scheduled drawing after 
the receipt and processing of the Purchaser's/Player’s Play/Bet Slip. 
 

 
 

SECTION 6 
Time, Place and Manner of Conducting Drawing 

 
6.1  Beginning Thursday, February 3, 2011, DECADES OF DOLLARS drawings shall be 
conducted at 11:00 p.m. Eastern Time.  The Party Lottery conducting the drawings shall be the Party 
Lottery agreed to by the Party Lotteries. DECADES OF DOLLARS drawings shall be conducted on 
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both Monday and Thursday at the designated time and location.  However, the day, time or location 
of the DECADES OF DOLLARS drawings may be modified as determined by the Directors and 
publicly announced by the Party Lotteries.  
 
6.2.  The objective of DECADES OF DOLLARS drawings shall be to select at random, with the 
aid of mechanical drawing equipment, DECADES OF DOLLARS Winning Numbers, pursuant to 
the controls and methods defined by the Party Lotteries.  
 

SECTION 7 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Prize Structure 

 
7.1  Matrix of 6/47 with 55% anticipated Prize Fund.  Unless otherwise specifically provided for 
herein, all prize divisions are fixed across all participating states.  Players who match six, five, four 
three, or two of the DECADES OF DOLLARS Winning Numbers for a particular drawing are 
entitled to a prize.  The prize pool allocation for each is as follows:  
 
 
The Matrix set forth below will apply for all Party Lotteries. 
 

Match Odds, 1 in: Prize Category Prize Amount % of wagers 
6 10,737,573 Grand $250,000 per year for 30 

years, or $4 million cash 
18.6% 

5 43,649 Second $10,000 11.5% 
4 873 Third $100 5.7% 
3 50 Fourth $10 9.9% 
2 7.1 Fifth Free Ticket or $2 8.5% 

Overall 6.2   54.2% 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
7.2  Grand Prize Payments  
   
  (a)  DECADES OF DOLLARS Panels matching the six (6) DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Winning Numbers drawn shall be entitled to receive a Grand Prize of 30 payments of 
$250,000, paid in annual installments, or a lump sum of $4 million paid at the time of prize claim.  
For Grand Prizes paid in annual installments, the first payment shall be made as soon as reasonably 
possible following a validated prize claim by the Player.   
 
 (b) In the event that the Grand Prize should become pari-mutuel (under the 
terms of Section 7.7 below), the amount of the Grand Prize will be reduced proportionally to the 
reduction in cost allocated to the prize.  
 
 (c) No Party Lottery shall accept any claim for the Grand Prize for tickets that 
were not purchased in that state. 
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7.3 Prize Tiers 2 through 5 
 
   (a) DECADES OF DOLLARS Panels matching five (5) of the DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Winning Numbers drawn shall be entitled to receive a Second Prize of Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000).  DECADES OF DOLLARS Second Prize amounts shall be paid in one lump sum 
payment.   
 
   (b) In the event that the Second Prize should become pari-mutuel (under the 
terms of Section 7.7 below), the amount of the Second Prize will be reduced proportionally to the 
reduction in cost allocated to the prize.  
 
   (c) No Party Lottery shall accept any claim for the Second Prize for tickets that 
were not purchased in that state. 
  
 
7.4 Third through Fifth Level Prizes 
 
  (a) DECADES OF DOLLARS Panels matching four (4) DECADES OF DOLLARS 
Winning Numbers drawn shall be entitled to receive a Third Prize of $100. 
 
  (b) DECADES OF DOLLARS Panels matching three (3) of the DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Winning Numbers drawn shall be entitled to receive a Fourth Prize of $10. 
 
  (c) DECADES OF DOLLARS Panels matching two (2) of the DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Winning Numbers drawn shall be entitled to receive an Fifth Prize of $2 or a Free Ticket, 
at the option of the Party Lottery that sold the winning ticket  
 
7.5  In a single drawing, a Claimant may win in only one prize category per single DECADES 
OF DOLLARS Panel and shall be entitled only to the highest prize.  
 
7.6.  Subject to the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of each Party Lottery, the number 
of prize categories and the allocation of the Prize Fund among the prize categories may be changed at 
the discretion of the Directors. Such change shall be announced by public notice.  
 
7.7 For any drawing, if the total prize liability for the Grand Prize exceeds Ten Million Dollars 
($10,000,000) or the total prize liability for the Second Prize exceeds Two Hundred Fifty Thousand 
Dollars ($250,000), then, in either or both situations, the prize level(s) which exceed(s) the applicable 
liability cap shall be paid on a pari-mutuel basis based upon the greater of the applicable liability cap 
amount or, the amount available for the affected prize(s).  In no event, however, shall the pari-mutuel 
prize amount be greater than the fixed prize amount. 
 
The Directors will confer on a periodic basis, prior to the drawing, to discuss the state of sales, 
reserves, the length of the current roll, the affordability of potential winners and any other relevant 
issues.  

 
SECTION 8 

Player /Party Lottery Responsibilities 
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8.1  Subject to the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of the Party Lottery which issued 
the ticket, a winning Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket is deemed to be owned by the person 
or entity named on the ticket or, in the case of a ticket not completed with name (and address, if 
required), by the Claimant.  
 
8.2  A Party Lottery shall not be responsible for lost or stolen Official DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Tickets.  
 
8.3  The Purchaser of an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket has the sole responsibility 
for verifying the accuracy, readability and condition of the data printed on the ticket at the time of 
purchase.  
 
8.4  The Party Lotteries shall not be responsible to a Claimant for an Official DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Ticket redeemed in error by a DECADES OF DOLLARS Agent or Retailer.  
 
8.5  Winners are determined by the numbers drawn and not by the numbers reported. The Party 
Lotteries shall not be responsible for DECADES OF DOLLARS Winning Numbers reported in error.  
 
8.6  Play/Bet Slip is provided solely for the convenience of Purchasers and shall have no 
monetary or prize value or constitute evidence of play.  
 

Section 9 
Ticket Validation Requirements 

 
9.1 In order to be deemed a valid, winning, Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket, all of the 
following conditions must be met: 
 

(a) The ticket must be submitted for validation to the Party Lottery that issued it. 
 

(b) The validation data must be present in its entirety and must correspond, using the 
computer validation file, to the number selections printed on the tickets for the drawing 
date(s) printed on the ticket; 

 
(c) The ticket must be intact; 

 
(d) The ticket must not be mutilated, altered, reconstituted or tampered with in any manner; 

 
(e) The ticket must not be counterfeit or a duplicate of another winning ticket; 

 
(f) The ticket must have been issued by a Party Lottery, an authorized DECADES OF 

DOLLARS Agent or Retailer on official paper stock of the selling Party Lottery; 
 

(g) The ticket must not have been stolen; 
 

(h) The ticket must be submitted for payment in accordance with Section 10, herein, 
“Procedure for Claiming and Payment of Prizes”; 

 
(i) The ticket data must have been recorded on the Party Lottery’s central computer system 

prior to the drawing and the ticket data must match this computer record in every respect.  



-8- 

In the event of a contradiction between information as printed on the ticket and as 
accepted by the Party Lottery’s computer, the wager accepted by the Party Lottery’s 
computer shall be the valid wager; 

 
(j) The Player/Quick-Pick/Easy Pick selection, validation data and the drawing date(s) of an 

apparent winning ticket must appear on the official file of winning tickets, and a ticket 
with that exact data must not have been previously paid; 

 
(k) The ticket must not be misregistered, deceptively printed or printed or produced in error 

so that it cannot be processed by the Party Lottery that issued the ticket; 
 

(l) The ticket must pass all other confidential security checks of the Party Lottery that issued 
the ticket; 

 
(m) In submitting an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket for validation, the Claimant 

agrees to abide by the governing law, policies, regulations, rules, instructions, conditions 
and final decisions of the Director of the Party Lottery that issued the ticket; 

 
(n) There must not be any other breach of these DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules in relation 

to the ticket that, in the opinion of the Director of the Party Lottery that issued the ticket, 
justifies disqualification; 

 
 9.2  An Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket submitted for validation that fails any of the 
preceding validation requirements shall be considered void, subject to the following determinations:  
 

(a) In all cases of doubt, the determination of the Director of the Party Lottery that issued the 
Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket shall be final and binding; however, the 
Director may, at his/her option, replace an invalid ticket with an Official DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Ticket of equivalent sales price:  

 
(b) In the event a defective ticket is purchased, or in the event the Director determines to 

adjust an error, the sole and exclusive remedy of the Player shall be the replacement of 
such defective or erroneous ticket(s) with an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket 
of equivalent sales price or the return of the purchase price, all in the sole discretion of 
the Director of the Party Lottery that issued the ticket;  

 
(c) In the event an Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket is not paid by a Party Lottery 

and a dispute occurs as to whether the ticket is a winning ticket, the Party Lottery may, at 
its option, replace the ticket as provided in paragraph (a) of this subsection. This shall be 
the sole and exclusive remedy of the Claimant unless the laws or regulations governing 
the applicable Party Lottery provide for further administrative review.  

 
 

SECTION 10 
Procedure for Claiming and Payment of Prizes 

 
10.1  Prizes shall be redeemed or claimed only in the jurisdiction where the Official DECADES 
OF DOLLARS Ticket was purchased and only through the Party Lottery or DECADES OF 
DOLLARS Agent or Retailer or other Authorized Claim Center, effective upon determination of 



-9- 

prize payouts, for a period of 180 days from the drawing date, or such other time period as authorized 
by the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of the jurisdiction where the ticket was issued  
 
10.2  Claimants of a winning Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket must comply with the 
prize claim requirements of the Party Lottery that issued the winning ticket.  
 
10.3  In the event that a single Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket contains two (2) or more 
winning game panels, the cumulative prize amount shall be claimed or redeemed in accordance with 
the specified prize payment limits for the Party Lottery that issued the winning ticket.  
 
10.4  State and federal taxes shall be withheld from DECADES OF DOLLARS prizes by the Party 
Lottery issuing a winning ticket in such amounts as may be required by law.  
 
10.5  A DECADES OF DOLLARS prize shall not be paid to any person prohibited from playing 
DECADES OF DOLLARS in a particular Party Lottery state by the DECADES OF DOLLARS 
Rules or by the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of that Party Lottery, or by any contract 
executed by that Party Lottery.  
 
10.6  There shall be no assignment of DECADES OF DOLLARS prizes except as set forth by the 
governing law, policies, regulations or rules of the Party Lottery that issued the winning Official 
DECADES OF DOLLARS Ticket.  
 
10.7  Subject to the governing law, policies, regulations or rules of each Party Lottery relating to 
the disclosure of DECADES OF DOLLARS winners, and at the discretion of each Party Lottery 
where disclosure is permitted, the name, prize amount won and community of the winner of a prize, 
will be disclosed via electronic media, in a press conference and/or in a press release, and the winner 
may be required to participate in electronic media or such press conference.  

 
 
 

SECTION 11 
Unclaimed Prize Money 

 
For winning Official DECADES OF DOLLARS Tickets for which no claim or redemption is made 
within the specified claim period for the respective Party Lottery that issued the winning ticket, the 
corresponding prize monies shall be returned to the other Party Lotteries in accordance with 
procedures for the reconciliation of prize liability as may be agreed upon from time to time by the 
Directors of the Party Lotteries. 
 

 
 

SECTION 12 
Governing Law 

 
12.1 In purchasing a ticket issued for DECADES OF DOLLARS, the Purchaser agrees to comply 
with and be bound by the governing law, policies, regulations, rules and procedures of the individual 
state in which the ticket is issued, and by directives and determinations of the Director of that state’s 
lottery. The Purchaser agrees, as its sole and exclusive remedy, that claims arising out of or related 
directly or indirectly to the purchase of the ticket or prize won may be pursued only against the state 
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of ticket purchase. Litigation, if any, shall only be maintained against the Party Lottery of the state of 
ticket purchase and within the state of ticket purchase.  
 
12.2  In the event of a conflict between these DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules and the governing 
law, policies, regulations or rules of any Party Lottery, the Party Lottery’s governing law, policies, 
regulations or rules shall control.  
 
12.3  All decisions made by the Directors of the Party Lotteries, including the declaration of prizes 
and the payment thereof and the interpretation of these DECADES OF DOLLARS Rules, shall be 
final and binding on all Purchasers and on every person making a claim in respect thereof.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


